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…And what does the Lord require of you?  To act justly and to 

love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.   Micah 6:8b

[Insert date]








Mr. Love the Lord

1111 S Ash Street

Portland, OR  97219

Dear ________________,

As you know, I [work at, attend, have a child attending] Westside Christian High School in Lake Oswego. [Insert your own feelings about Westside here].  

I want to tell you about something exciting that is happening at Westside.  Two years ago our school felt led by God to seek opportunities to help each student develop a heart of compassion.  One response to this leading was to develop a new program called Westside Outside. Our vision is to encourage students to travel somewhere outside our building for an “open-heart” encounter because we believe that experiences where we encounter the poor, oppressed, and hurting infuse hearts with a deepening love and empathy toward others and God.

Last year after much prayer and research, Westside began partnering with Remember Nhu, an organization dedicated to eliminating the use of children in the sex trade.  WCHS made a commitment to raise the funds necessary to expand and maintain a home in Northeastern Thailand for children who are at high risk of being sold or tricked into forced prostitution.  In the summer of 2006, a small group of staff, students, and friends of Westside went to Thailand for a 14-day vision trip.  The purpose of this trip was to capture a vision and lay groundwork toward developing an on-going relationship with the children and staff of this ministry. 

On June 12, 2007, a second group of Westside students will travel to Thailand for a 3-week visit to our partner home at Grace Ministries.  This ministry provides a nurturing home and a secondary education to children ages 12-18 in hopes that they will become leaders in their country. The purpose of this trip is to continue the precious relationship that was so fruitful last year. We will be teaching English in the local schools, providing clothing and resources to children in need, and developing relationships with the children in the home we sponsor.  Our time there will give us an opportunity to be the hands of Jesus to the children, staff, and community, as well as create an opportunity to have Jesus transform our hearts.  I feel very blessed to be a part of this team.  I am being stretched and challenged through my preparation, and I’m trusting that I will return from Thailand changed by God and with a passion to change the world.  

I would like to invite you to help in any of the following ways:

1. Pray for our team as we prepare, travel, and minister in Thailand. 
2. Support our team financially by helping to cover the cost of the trip. A total of $2,300 per team member is needed.

3. Commit to support the on-going operating costs of the home in Thailand by sponsoring a child.  An on-going monthly commitment of $50 will cover the costs of room, board, and school supplies for each child.   

4. Support the continuing facility expansion of the home we support in Thailand. A little can go a long way. Our goal is to raise $30,000 for a new building. The dorm we helped build last year will allow the ministry to nearly double its capacity from thirty children to sixty.

Thank you for prayerfully considering how you might participate in laying the foundation for a ministry that will save children’s lives in Thailand and change the hearts and lives of Westside students.  Feel free to check out www.wchsonline.org and www.remembernhu.org for more information.  A contribution form is included with this letter.  All contributions to this project are tax deductible.

Gratefully,

[Note to writers DELETE BEFORE PRINTING:  Please insert your own feelings about the trip.  Are you a little scared?  Don’t be afraid to admit it.  Will you be unable to go on the trip without support?  Explain that.  Has God been working on your heart lately?  Briefly share about that, as well.  Do you need help?  Ask Becky Gaslin!]
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